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Barrie Tabraham 
 

‘Reaching for the stars’ 
 

I grew up in the 1950’s and early 60’s, when in the euphoria of post-war Britain everything 
seemed to be reaching upwards and outwards.  These were the early years of space 
exploration, when hardly a week went by when we weren’t hearing about spacecraft 
called ‘Mercury’, ‘Vostok’, ‘Gemini’, ‘Voskhod’ and so on.  With many of my friends, I soared 
the heavens with space pilot of the future, Dan Dare, in The Eagle comic, as he fought the 
Mekon and the evil Treens from Venus.  When I was about ten years old, a visit to the 
London Planetarium spurred a lifelong interest in astronomy, and my favourite hymn for 
the next few months was John Chadwick’s: 
  Eternal ruler of the ceaseless round 
  of circling planets singing on their way (MHB 892) 
And in 1962 we were soon to be dancing to the futuristic number Telstar by the Tornados! 
 

There are also very hazy memories (probably dating 
from when I was five or six) of seeing the mighty 
Bristol Brabazon at Farnborough – the largest airliner 
in the world at the time but deeply flawed, because it 
was too slow and about to be rendered obsolete by 
the new jets that were shortly to appear.  Like 
humanity as a whole, in a way – a noble failure.  I 

suppose humanity has always been ‘reaching for the stars’, as it were, though there have 
been times in history when that has seemed more obvious. 
 
The flowering of the arts in the period we now call the Renaissance, 
is an example.   When Joan and I were in Paris some years ago, we 
stood transfixed before the sculpture of Auguste Rodin’s the Kiss in 
the Musée Rodin.  So one has to ask, how can we be capable of 
creating things of such beauty and machines of such ingenuity, and 
yet be equally capable of creating such suffering and destruction?  
The recent horrific pictures of the wasteland that is now Gaza, are 
just one instance of the latter. 
 
We are creatures of contradiction, aren’t we?  I’ve just finished 
reading Jonathan Glancey’s wonderful book Spitfire.  How 
paradoxical was it that such an efficient killing-machine, could 
also be one of the most beautiful aeroplanes that ever flew the 
skies!  Or to give another example (knowing my lifelong 

interest in modern naval 
history) – H.M.S. Hood 
was perhaps the most 
aesthetically pleasing of any warship in the last 
century, yet intended to wreak terrible destruction 
with her 15” guns.  And, ironically, far from being 
scrapped or placed in a maritime museum, she met 
her end violently, with just three survivors out of a 
complement of over 1400 souls. 



Forgive the ‘travelogue’, but there is a sculpture which – for me – encapsulates this 
paradox of the human condition.  Joan and I were walking around Prague in 2005, and 
quite by chance came across the Memorial to the Victims of Communism by Czech sculptors 
Olbram Zoubek, Jan Kerel and Zdeněk Holzel (see below).  It’s in Újezd Street, if you are 
ever there. 
 

Leaving political considerations aside for the 
moment, the extraordinary thing about these 
figures is that they can be viewed in two 
completely different ways.  Are the sculptors 
intending us to see the figures being pulled back 

up the slope, slowly disintegrating as their suffering wears them away to nothing?  Or are 
we meant to see the figures gradually staggering forwards, and becoming more whole as 
the passage of time heals them? 
 
How can we be capable of creating such beauty and yet such ugliness in our world?  Or to 
put it another way, how can we have such uplifting visions, yet such horrible nightmares? 
 
John Wesley’s writing can be a huge help in this respect.  When he talked about humanity’s 
fallen state, he did so in a way that gives us immense grounds for hope.  We are created in 
the image of God, and though the image has become distorted by our self-will and sin, it is 
not been shattered beyond repair.  In Christ, we are shown the way to ‘pardon, and 
holiness, and heaven’, to quote his younger brother’s words.  Yes, we may stumble, but 
our Saviour extends his hand to help us, and we need not fear. 
 
Looking at those pictures of the Czech sculpture above, which interpretation do you 
prefer?  I know that I’m an incurable optimist, but it is based on a hope backed up by solid 
theology, and I think the figures are marching forward.  Yes – by God’s grace, we can reach 
for the stars! 

______________________________ 
A Prayer:  
Loving God, forgive us for the ugliness and suffering we cause and 
create in our world.  Help us always to follow faithfully in the footsteps 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who was humanity as it is meant to be – and 
in so doing, may we create beauty, harmony and peace in our living.  
Amen. 
 
Every blessing to you all, 

Barrie Tabraham 



Resources/Good News 

Mental Health First Aiders Day, 12 November 

Mental Health First Aid helps to build the confidence to talk about mental health, as well as 

providing the knowledge to offer support during a crisis. Mental Health First Aid training is 

offered across the Methodist Church. 

The link below is to an article on the Methodist Church website, which includes stories of two 

members who have completed courses, as well as information on who to contact, should you 

be interested in taking part. 

The article also discusses issues around mental health and suicide. Support is at the bottom 

of the page. 

You saved my life on that bench - The Methodist Church 

 

 

 

The Nativity Journey at Wintershall 

Experience the Christmas story and discover the true 

meaning of Christmas with an unforgettable event for all 

the family. It’s a Nativity like no other, placing you in the 

middle of an immersive theatre experience. 

18, 20 and 21 December 

To book tickets, visit The Nativity Journey - Wintershall 

 

 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/our-stories/you-saved-my-life-on-that-bench/
https://www.wintershall.org.uk/event/the-nativity-journey/


 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

Saturday 15 November 2025 2.00pm - 4.00pm 

Knaphill Methodist Church, The Broadway, Knaphill GU21 2DR 

(between Boots & the old Lloyds Bank) 

Clothes4U 

a clothes bank supporting the local community 

To claim your FREE clothes, collect a voucher from 30+ places in Surrey. 

Email us to find out where they are: clothes@knaphillmethodist.co.uk  

Donations - we are looking for donations again. We are requesting winter 

clothing in good condition for men, women, teenagers, children and babies. 

Please bring donations between 1pm and 2pm on 15 November. 

 

mailto:clothes@knaphillmethodist.co.uk


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 


