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Dear Friends, 

“The Lord gave the word, and great was the company of the preachers.” These words from 

the Methodist Worship Book which open the service for the ‘Admission of Local Preachers’ 

also opened our special Circuit service at Merrow last Sunday. We celebrated the sixty years 

since Allan Taylor and Peter Hills became local preachers and seventy years since Roland 

Hamon did so. That’s an incredible 190 years of service. We also celebrated the commitment 

of Helen Belsham in the life of our Circuit as she prepares to move to pastures new. It was 

good to see so many people from around the Wey Valley Circuit and a special thanks goes to 

everyone at Merrow for their hospitality. 

Allan and Peter went on to become ordained and those of us in the presbyteral ministry had 

to be local preachers before we could even candidate for ministry.  

Local preaching in Methodism can be traced back to about 1741 when John Wesley left 

Thomas Maxfield to oversee his pastoral work in London. Since there was no ordained person 

available, Maxfield began preaching. Wesley as a strict abider of the rules (although only 

when it suited him!), was not happy with this. It was his mother Susanna Wesley, who 

persuaded him to change his mind. She said, “Examine what have been the fruits of his 

preaching and hear him yourself”. Preaching by lay (non-ordained) people became a crucial 

part of the Methodist movement and the role gradually developed until by the end of the 

Eighteenth Century, the status was more formally recognised. 

Methodist local preachers are part of the social history of Britain. Women also became 

preachers when ordained ministry was closed to them. In George Eliot’s novel Adam Bede of 

1859, one of the characters Dinah Morris is an enthusiastic preacher. Four of the six Tolpuddle 

Martyrs were local preachers. (The Tolpuddle Martyrs were found guilty in 1834 of forming a 

trade union and transported to Australia. Following a campaign, all eventually returned to 

England.) 

Local preachers have always taken the majority of services in Methodist Churches in Britain. 

In the Cornish chapel where I grew up, they took nearly all of the services on Sunday mornings 

and we only saw our minister about twice a quarter. Local preachers gave flexibility to 

Methodism’s early mission. Newly industrialising towns and rural areas could be reached with 

lay people taking significant roles in preaching and pastoral work. 

The process of becoming a local preacher takes many years. It involves theological training, 

submissions of work, assessments, interviews, leading worship and reports. It doesn’t stop 

there! Local preachers commit themselves to taking part in continuing development and 

reflection. It is a life-long office which continues even if the local preacher is no longer able to 

take services. 

If you get the chance, read the service for the ‘Admission of Local Preachers’ on pages 329 to 

335 of The Methodist Worship Book. The final words on page 334 ask the congregation, “Will 

you support them with your prayers, faithfully share in the worship they lead and receive 

through them the word of God?” The reply is a clear, loud, resounding, “We will”. 

Shaun 
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Resources/Good News 

Christian Aid Week 

This week is Christian Aid Week, May 11-17, when supporters from all over the UK come 

together to find different ways of raising funds and awareness for the work of the 

organisation’s local partners, empowering communities around the world to find practical 

and sustainable ways out of poverty. 

The President and Vice-President of the Methodist Conference are encouraging people to 

take part. 

Revd Helen Cameron said: “The work of Christian Aid in alleviating poverty globally is more 

important than ever.” 

Christian Aid Week - The Methodist Church 

 

Surrey Sculpture Trail, Ramster Garden near Haslemere, until 1 June 

A collection of inspirational original pieces of sculpture set within a magical woodland setting. 

The stunning works of art will be staged within the garden, adding further drama to the 

breath-taking show of over 300 rhododendrons, azaleas and camellias which burst into colour 

at Ramster throughout Spring. 

Garden to Visit Surrey | Ramster Hall and Garden 

 

 

 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/christian-aid-week/
https://www.ramsterevents.com/


 

 

Saturday 24 May: 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday May 17th 

 Horsley  

Methodist Church 
(next to W.H. Village Hall) 

7.00p.m. 
Come and sing a selection of favourite hymns. 

Phone 01483 282474 to make requests. 
 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 


