
Circuit Letter 02.04.25  Revd. Dr. Paul Glass 
 

Dear Friends, 

Now of course you don't have to agree with me on this, but I get slightly tired by the way 

some people use the word 'woke'. First of all, it's not a word I would want to use about any 

person or action, but there are lots of people who love to use it. When I hear it being used it's 

normally to describe a huge range of things that the person using it doesn't like.  

In fact, it's a word that's become weaponised by certain groups of people to describe pretty 

much anything that they find difficult about modern society. So, plays and TV dramas and the 

actions of companies or organisations are condemned for being 'woke'. What has usually 

happened is that a story or action has been condemned for being aware that there are groups 

in society other than white males and that those groups may well have their own stories to 

tell and a need to see themselves represented in culture and literature. 

An example recently has been the actions of the National Trust in terms of telling the 

important stories of the people who lived in some of the houses that they have in their care. 

I'm not quite sure what is wrong about the Trust being honest, for example, about how the 

family who lived in a huge mansion made their money. If a family made the majority of their 

fortune profiting from the slave trade, I think it is quite legitimate - indeed important for that 

story to be told. 

Most of the time it seems to me that when people are criticised for being 'woke' what they 

are actually being criticised for is empathy and wanting to hear stories that have too often 

not been heard, or for wanting a variety of groups to be represented and their voices to be 

heard. 

I am really not sure why anybody needs to be frightened by that - indeed it seems to me that 

it honours the rich variety of the world that God has placed us into and the love that is shared 

with EVERY person no matter who they are. 

You won't find me using the word 'woke' because to me it has now become a word that is 

used in a negative way to entrench fear and 'otherness' - and perfect love drives out fear. 

 

Paul 

 

 

Resources/Good News 

Earthquake in Myanmar:The Methodist Church responds and supports Christian Aid appeal 

The Methodist Church Upper Myanmar (MCUM) is a Partner of the Methodist Church in 

Britain, and the main MCUM offices are in Mandalay, at the centre of the earthquake. 

A message from Upper Myanmar and ways to support the appeal 

 

 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/earthquake-in-myanmar-the-methodist-church-responds-and-supports-christian-aid-appeal/


 

World Autism Acceptance Month - April 2025 

World Autism Acceptance Month is an opportunity for everyone to come together and raise 

awareness, foster acceptance, and create a society where autistic people are supported, 

understood, and empowered. Whether you’re at home, at school, or at work, your 

involvement can make a real difference. It’s about how you show up - whether you’re 

supporting your autistic colleagues, students, or 

family members, your actions can help create an 

inclusive and accepting world. 

The National Autistic Society provides free resources 

and a free webinar to help you to support autistic 

individuals and ensure they feel valued, included, and 

empowered to succeed. 

 

Advice and guidance, help change attitudes towards autism 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.autism.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you like a few quiet minutes to reflect at the end of a busy week? 

Would you like to pause a while to ponder the meaning of Lent? 

Would you like to get closer to God’s heart of love for you? 

 

LENT REFLECTIONS  

might be just what you’re looking for! 

 

There are 3 Zoom sessions: on Fridays 28/3, 4/4 and 11/4, 

from 5.30pm until 6ish. 

 

Feel free to join any or all of these 

and to have your camera on or off, as suits you best. 

 

Rev Sam – Trinity Methodist Church 

 

To Join the Zoom Meeting – Please follow the link or use the ID and Pass Code below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89733710859?pwd=9Rgf61MHiUxKZEoh7QM7KppNjbHaK6.1 

Meeting ID: 897 3371 0859    Pass Code: 885315 

(These details will be the same for all three of the Reflections) 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89733710859?pwd=9Rgf61MHiUxKZEoh7QM7KppNjbHaK6.1


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DONATIONS - NOT NEEDED! 

Due to huge generosity lately from the residents of Knaphill and beyond, clothes 

donations are not being accept at all for the time being. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 


