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Dear Friends, 

I think there can be no doubt that the world we live in is a Time of Trouble. OK, I pinched that 

phrase from the historian Arnold Toynbee, but it is no less true. Toynbee goes on to say, ‘To 

the faint-hearted, a Time of Trouble is the epilogue of what has gone before it. To the [person] 

of faith, a Time of Trouble is the prelude to what is to follow.’ Again, I lay no claim to having 

found that for myself. Toynbee was being quoted by the late Harry Williams when he was 

Provost of Coventry Cathedral, in an address in Germany in 1961, entitled ‘Coventry, A Symbol 

of Reconciliation’. Williams went on to say, ‘It remains a terrifying thing that history today is 

being moulded around prejudices which are rooted in events in the past, and not around 

hopes which are inspired by the vision of the future.’ 

I found these comments while preparing for a sermon on forgiveness last Sunday, though 

didn’t use them then. Here are two more quotes: from the American scholar and preacher 

Walter Brueggemann: ‘When we live according to our fears and our hates, our lives become 

very small and defensive, lacking the deep, joyous generosity of God.’ And, from the late John 

Ferguson of the United Reformed Church, ‘She buried the hatchet, but every week and 

sometimes twice a week, she laid flowers on its grave.’ 

We in the Church do better, don’t we? Or do we? The truth is that church people like to look 

back, for the familiar is comforting. It took a long time to move on from the King James version 

of the Bible, and some never have. Nothing wrong in that. We hung on to ‘thee’s’ and ‘thou’s’ 

in our prayers for as long as we could, and sometimes still do. Not that I can talk, in my 

cassock, originating in the ancient tunic of the barbarian in ancient Roman times and my 18th 

century bands at the neck, not to mention my love of liturgy and Charles Wesley hymns. Nor 

is looking back a bad thing in itself. There are some things we should never forget: this year 

we remember Auschwitz, Dresden, Hiroshima and Nagasaki, all within my lifetime. Yet we see 

echoes of that history so soon after, in today’s wars, in the movement of rootless people 

looking for a home, in the abuse of vulnerable people, particularly women and children, in 

the condemnation of others, just because of who they are, or what they think. 

In his address to his former enemies, only 16 years after the Second World War, Harry 

Williams said, ‘Only God can wipe out the past, and that is what forgiveness means.’ I believe 

he had a point when he contrasted those who work to remember the past, ‘and to see in the 

future nothing, apart from an opportunity to redress the past’; and those – and I hope we are 

among them – who live in the light of God’s future. 

A prayer by Percy Dearmer (1867-1936: 

O God, who set before us the great hope that your kingdom shall come on earth and taught 

us to pray for its coming; give us grace to discern the signs of its dawning and to work for 

the perfect day when the whole world shall reflect your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Blessings, 

Peter 
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Resources/Good News 

COVID-19 Day of Reflection | Sunday 9 March 2025 

Sunday 9 March 2025 is the Day of Reflection across the UK for the COVID-19 pandemic. 

It is an opportunity to come together to remember those who lost their lives since the 

pandemic began and to honour the tireless work and acts of kindness shown during this 

unprecedented time. 

2025 marks five years since the pandemic began and we continue to honour and remember 

those affected. 

People and communities are invited to come together on the COVID-19 Day of Reflection, to 

mark the day in ways that feel meaningful to them. 

COVID-19 Day of Reflection 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://dayofreflection.campaign.gov.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


