
Circuit Letter 27.11.24  Revd. Shaun Sanders 

I might start a new organisation – the Campaign for a Real Advent. 

Advent is my favourite season in the Christian calendar. The word Advent means ‘coming’ or 

‘arrival’. It is a time to anticipate and prepare for Christ coming amongst us. It is a time to look 

forward with hope and expectation. The theme of waiting and preparation is reflected in the 

liturgical colour for Advent which is purple. Purple also marks this as a time of seriousness and 

solemnity. 

The problem with this time in late November and December is that preparations for Christmas 

and early Christmas celebrations crowd out the special joy of Advent. 

Advent marks the start of the new liturgical year during which we move from Advent to Christmas, 

Epiphany, a period of ordinary time before Lent, Easter and Pentecost. This is followed by a much 

longer period of ordinary time culminating in the celebration of Christ the King. Then we are back 

to Advent. It is a new year, a new beginning. All things are made new. 

Advent has the best hymns. ‘O Come, O come Immanuel’ and ‘Come, thou long-expected Jesus’ 

have sublime words reminding us that our Christian faith and worship should be built upon 

profound and solid foundations. ‘Long ago, prophets knew’ and ‘Joy to the World’ express the 

hope and joy not just of the season but also the eternal glory of the Word. 

Advent is the great season which the wider world has forgotten about. We cannot neglect Advent 

but instead cherish it. We are blessed by it for when everyone else is being busy and worrying 

about Christmas, Advent comes along and surprises us. 

Maybe it’s not the time to start another organisation (and the shortened version of the name has 

already been taken anyway) but instead to live the Way of Advent. We spend this season in joyful 

hope of Christ coming amongst us. Amen. Come Lord Jesus. 

Revd. Shaun Sanders 

Resources/Good News 

International Day of Elimination of Violence Against Women 

Starting on the International Day of Elimination of Violence Against 

Women, Methodist Women in Britain follows the UN Women UNiTE 

to End Violence against Women campaign with 16 days of activism 

to raise awareness and advocate against gender-based violence. 

In the UK, Methodist Women in Britain suggest lighting a candle 

every day at 7pm to honour women who were murdered and offers 

a series of actions, from 25 November to 10 December, to deepen our knowledge and advocate 

against gender-based violence. 

16 days of activism to fight gender-based violence - The Methodist Church 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/16-days-of-activism-to-fight-gender-based-violence/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take this opportunity to pause and remember 

those who are no longer with us. 

Sunday 8th December 2024 

 at 4.30pm 

Merrow Methodist church 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 


