
Hebrews 4:14-16 

I saw this image on Facebook on 

Thursday, which was Ascension 

Day. A classic painting of Jesus 

ascending above the bewildered 

disciples has had a caption added:  

The Feast of the Ascension: 

celebrating the day that 

Jesus began working from 

home. 

I rather liked that. I wondered 

whether devout Catholic politician 

Jacob Rees-Mogg might ponder it 

the next time he leaves snarky 

notes on the office desks of civil 

servants who are working from 

home.  

What do we make of the 

Ascension? When I try to explain 

the event to congregations, I 

usually suggest it is what John Calvin called one of God’s accommodations to 

us. He rose into the sky to get the message through to disciples who thought 

heaven was ‘up there’. Although Professor Tom Wright now says that the 

Jewish concept of heaven was that it was an invisible realm next door to this 

life and therefore the crucial part of the story is that Jesus disappears from 

sight.  
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