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Dear Friends, 

The Armistice, an agreement to end the fighting of the First World War as a prelude to peace 

negotiations, began at 11am on 11 November 1918. Armistice is Latin for to stand (still) arms. To 

this day we mark Armistice Day around the United Kingdom with a Two Minute Silence at 11am on 

the 11th day of the 11th month. We commemorate the signing of the Armistice which brought an 

end to the First World War and remember all those who gave their lives in service to their country 

since 1914. Most of us have someone in our families who has been involved in conflict since 1914. 

My paternal grandfather was attached to the cavalry in WW1 and was gassed during the second 

battle of Ypres in 1915. Fortunately, unlike many of his comrades, he survived. 

In the 12 months since the last Armistice Day, horrific images of violence and devastation have 

bombarded our television screens following attacks on Palestine, Israel, Ukraine, Russia, Nigeria, 

Cameroon, Sudan, Syria, Iran, never a fully peaceful world. One commentator writes this: ‘Into this 

I struggle to find words. How can people be so barbaric to other humans? We, who have a common 

humanity under God, are designed to live in harmony together. I realise we will never all agree on 

everything, but loving disagreement is a vast distance from the horrors of war.’ You may remember 

Lemn Sissay’s poem: 

‘Said the sun to the moon, 
Said the head to the heart 
We have more in common 
Than sets us apart’ 

Before or after we mark the Two Minutes Silence we might consider Malcolm Guite’s poem: 

Silence 

November pierces with its bleak remembrance 

Of all the bitterness and waste of war. 
Our silence tries but fails to make a semblance 

Of that lost peace they thought worth fighting for. 

Our silence seethes instead with wraiths and whispers, 
And all the restless rumour of new wars, 

The shells are singing as we sing our vespers, 
No moment is unscarred, there is no pause, 

In every instant bloodied innocence 

Falls to the weary earth, and whilst we stand 
Quiescence ends again in acquiescence, 

And Abel’s blood still cries in every land 
One silence only might redeem that blood 

Only the silence of a dying God. 

 

Grace and peace 

Allan 
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Resources/Good News 

List of Warm Welcome Venues in Surrey 

Warm Welcome Venues by Borough and District 

The Warm Welcome scheme for winter 2026 to 2027 is open from 1 November 2026 to 31 

March 2027, in community venues and libraries. 

These free spaces offer somewhere warm and welcoming to spend time, enjoy a free hot 

drink and connect with others. Most venues will also provide energy advice and signposting 

to further support services. There are over 100 venues available, with information listed 

below. 

List of Warm Welcome Venues in Surrey - Surrey County Council 

 

Bottles made into Remembrance Day Tribute Poppies 

In case you missed this story, St Michael & All Angels Church in Pirbright asked for donations 

of bottles and enlisted the help of parishioners to turn them into the artificial flowers. 

Bottles turned into poppies for Remembrance Day tribute in Pirbright - BBC News 

 

 

 

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/health-and-welfare/cost-of-living-support/warm-welcome/map
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cwdd8v84rqplo


 

 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 


