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Wednesday 21st October 2026 
 

Grace and Peace, 
 

It wouldn’t be wise to say something so bold and outrageous that it could split the 

whole Circuit in two this early on in my ministry here…but I am going to have to do 

it.  Brace yourselves…here goes… 
 

…I love Liverpool.  There, I’ve said it.  I love the city, the music, the culture, the 

accent, the places I used to go to when I was a kid, the places I am more likely to go 

to now.  I love the well-known streets, the back streets, the galleries, museums, 

coffee shops, I even love the slightly cheesy touristy places too.  And yes, I love 

Liverpool Football Club too. 
 

The last time I 

was in the city I 

had a real 

shock.  Walking 

near the Albert 

Dock, I came 

across this 

bench.  As I got 

closer and saw a bundle of clothes on a bench, I remember the sadness rising in me, 

as I noticed that this person was motionless on the bench and – in February no less 

– was barefoot.   I had to get really very close indeed before I realised that this figure 

on the bench was actually not flesh and blood but made of bronze.   
 

I was even closer when I saw the detail on the feet, 

and all of a sudden, the penny dropped.  Have a look 

at this image on the right.  The nameless, homeless, 

bundle of a figure on a bench like so many people 

across this world…is Jesus Christ.   
 

Early in October many churches have marked 

Homelessness Sunday – remembering too that if we 

see Jesus in those around us it will transform how we 

perceive and act in relation to some of the most vulnerable in our midst.  “I was 



naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison 

and you visited me.” (Matthew 25:36) 
 

A town-centre church I used to look after sometimes had a man sleeping rough in 

the entrance.  The first time I met him I offered to get him a coffee and sandwich – 

which he refused.  After a fairly short conversation he asked me if he could pray for 

me…and shocked as I was, I agreed.  (A good lesson for a new minister who might 

have been thinking he was the sole purveyor of prayer on those premises!)  
 

Jesus is in our midst in and always will be: sometimes in the predictable and familiar, 

and sometimes in ways which surprise.  Sometimes in people we know, or who are 

similar to us, and sometimes (beautifully) through those who are different.  Thanks 

be to God that Jesus really is in our midst…and always will be.    

 

 

 

Rev. Paul Tabraham 
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Resources/Good News 

EVENT: Seeking the Next Right Thing: Reducing Carbon Emissions in the South East 

District 

ONLINE: Thursday, 22nd October, 7-9pm 

How do we actually reduce the carbon footprint of our churches and their grounds 

given the constraints on budgets, time and energy? Join us for an evening of stories 

from real people from real churches, plus space to think about why God cares about 

this important work. 

Hosted by the Methodist Church’s Learning Network. 

Click here to register: 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/ArIUGaD4T--_0aqz525Udg 

 

 

President and Vice-President Visit Aberfan 60 Years After Disaster 

The President and Vice-President of the Methodist Conference paid an emotional visit 

to the village of Aberfan as part of commemorations of the 60th anniversary of the 

horrific disaster which killed 116 children and 28 adults. 

President and Vice-President Visit Aberfan 60 Years After Disaster - The Methodist 

Church 

 

 

The Start of Greenwich Mean Time! 

The clocks will go back one hour at 2:00 am on Sunday, 25 October 2026, marking the 

end of British Summer Time (BST) and the return to Greenwich Mean Time (GMT). 

The mornings will become lighter, while the evenings will get darker earlier. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__zoom.us_meeting_register_ArIUGaD4T-2D-2D-5F0aqz525Udg&d=DwMF-g&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=Q7hCj__rYz2e0RX1r8INDmMGIf4bjMdmmtnEna5FzGU&m=1c4VsZvgMXoMeelgCP_FFlMI_U83CXa7VkxJvlUaMs9ws7Fcdz5zC0D4hOd4EdMU&s=sZg_DYuEyWtpYzQbW-moyDmz7XaihFbt39PVzUnEr1c&e=
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/president-and-vice-president-visit-aberfan-60-years-after-disaster/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/president-and-vice-president-visit-aberfan-60-years-after-disaster/


 

 

Saturday 24 October at Knaphill Methodist Church 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


