
Circuit Letter 30.09.26  Revd. Shaun Sanders 

Dear Friends, 

On Sunday, I had the joy of being part of two harvest festival celebrations. 

The first was the harvest service with holy communion which I led at Addlestone. The 

produce we collected in the photo below (to which there is more to be added) will be 

donated along with some money donations to the York Road Project in Woking to help 

defeat homelessness. For a congregation which is one of the smallest in the Circuit, 

we collected a good amount of food. 

 

I then drove over to Walton to share in their harvest lunch with delicious soup and 

plenty of puddings. The service in the morning had been led by Graham Warr and 

involved the Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Air Scouts and Guides which all meet at the Church 

during the week. The food and goods collected in the photo below will go to the 

Walton & Hersham Foodbank which helps local people in crisis. 
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Giving thanks for the harvest goes back to biblical times. Our Jewish friends are 

currently celebrating Sukkot (one of three Jewish types of harvest festival) this week 

and it has roots in our shared Scriptures. 

The modern harvest festival dates back to 1st October 1843 when Rev Robert Hawker 

invited his parishioners in Morwenstow, Cornwall to give thanks for the plentiful 

harvest. It is a tradition which continues today not only in rural churches but also urban 

ones. Even where we no longer have much contact with farming, we continue to give 

thanks for all that God has provided for us. It continues to be a joy. 

Blessings, 

Shaun 

 

 

Resources/Good News 

Get winter ready: Resources to stay safe and well 

As winter approaches, taking simple steps to prepare can help protect your health and 

wellbeing. Cold weather can increase the risk of illness, particularly for older people, 

young children and those with long-term health conditions. 

Whether you are a resident, carer, volunteer or health and care professional, there are 

a range of resources and support services available to help you stay warm, healthy and 

connected throughout the winter months. 

Public Health Bulletin - September 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://news.comms.surreycc.info/pa2/Design/nj4-ch63?es_c=A745AE4FE9068B37939036336333334B&es_cl=D7308D194F6909E1FBD55885EF4F0877&es_id=pa%c2%a3b4


 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Thursday 1st October, 7.00-8.30pm at St John's, Waterloo - hear the testimony and call to 

action of a Palestinian farmer and peace activist from Tent of Nations in the West 

Bank.  Supported by Embrace the Middle East and the CEO of All We Can.  Tickets can be booked 

at https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-struggle-for-land-justice-and-peace-in-the-west-bank-

tickets-1998351370744 

 

Saturday 3rd October  10.00am-1.30pm - Sustaining Hope gathering at Redhill Methodist 

Church with presentations from two people on the front-line of supporting asylum-seekers and 

people recognised as refugees in the south of our District.  In view of the current increased 

intimidation of communities and people of goodwill, do take this opportunity to learn more and 

share your support.  Details are on the poster or from hazel.forecast@methodist.org.uk.  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-struggle-for-land-justice-and-peace-in-the-west-bank-tickets-1998351370744
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-struggle-for-land-justice-and-peace-in-the-west-bank-tickets-1998351370744
mailto:hazel.forecast@methodist.org.uk


 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


