
Circuit Letter 23.09.26  Revd. J. Allan Taylor 

Dear Friends, 

Today, September 23rd, marks the autumnal equinox in the northern 

hemisphere. Day and night are of nearly equal length as the Earth transitions 

into autumn. For people like me who suffer from nyctophobia, an intense and 

irrational fear of the dark, this is not a good time of year because from now 

onwards the nights are drawing in. Of course I’m not on my own. Surveys show 

that nearly 30% of adults feel uneasy or dislike the dark. 

The dark or the night are often used as metaphors rather than as a literal state 

of being. This is perhaps particularly true of John’s gospel. Nicodemus went to 

see Jesus ‘by night,’ the literal night reflecting his spiritual blindness and lack of 

understanding. When Judas left the Last Supper to betray Jesus, John notes, 

‘And it was night.’ This detail marks more than just the time of day; it symbolises 

Judas entering the realm of moral and spiritual darkness. Mary Magdalene went 

to the empty tomb while ‘it was still dark’, signifying grief and a transition from 

confusion toward the dawning realisation of the risen Christ. 

 

All of us pass through dark times or as Psalm 23 names them ‘the valley of the shadow’. 

It may be depression or disappointment or loss or grief or fear or despair or anxiety or 

sickness. And the good news is that ‘even though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow’ God is there. In dark times and bright times, bad times and good times, sad 

times and joyful times God is there. As John Wesley is reputed to have said as he lay 

dying: ‘Best of all is God is with us.’ 

 

Best of all is God is with us, 

God will hold and never fail. 

Keep that truth when storms are raging, 

God remains though faith is frail. 

 

Best of all is God is with us, 

Life goes on and needs are met, 

God is strongest in our weakness. 

Love renews, will not forget. (Andrew Pratt) 

 

Blessings, 

Allan 
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Resources/Good News 

Advent and Christmas Resources 

The Methodist Church's Advent and Christmas campaign for 2026 is called  

Don’t be Afraid 

You can read more on the upcoming campaign, find worship resources and posters by 

following the link below. 

There’s also a video with ideas on how to engage your community this Christmas. 

 

Advent and Christmas Church Resources - The Methodist Church 

 

The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid … I am bringing you good news of great joy 

for all people.” 

Luke 2:10 (NRSVue) 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Saturday 26 September at Knaphill Methodist Church 

 

 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/christmasresources/


 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Thursday 1st October, 7.00-8.30pm at St John's, Waterloo - hear the testimony and call to 

action of a Palestinian farmer and peace activist from Tent of Nations in the West 

Bank.  Supported by Embrace the Middle East and the CEO of All We Can.  Tickets can be booked 

at https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-struggle-for-land-justice-and-peace-in-the-west-bank-

tickets-1998351370744 

 

Saturday 3rd October  10.00am-1.30pm - Sustaining Hope gathering at Redhill Methodist 

Church with presentations from two people on the front-line of supporting asylum-seekers and 

people recognised as refugees in the south of our District.  In view of the current increased 

intimidation of communities and people of goodwill, do take this opportunity to learn more and 

share your support.  Details are on the poster or from hazel.forecast@methodist.org.uk.  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-struggle-for-land-justice-and-peace-in-the-west-bank-tickets-1998351370744
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-struggle-for-land-justice-and-peace-in-the-west-bank-tickets-1998351370744
mailto:hazel.forecast@methodist.org.uk


 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


