
Circuit Letter 09.09.26  Revd. Adam Payne 

Friends in the Wey Valley Circuit,  

Yesterday was one of the proudest moments of my life. I got to watch my eldest 
daughter, Elizabeth, be commissioned and inducted into the Mission House, a kind of 
“live in internship” the United Reformed Church has organised for young people going 
into ministry. She will spend the next two years working alongside Broadstone United 
Reformed Church as she begins her journey towards ordained ministry.  

However, my feelings of pride are also tinged with sadness. Our daughter is leaving. 
She’s growing up. She’s changing, and nothing will ever be the same.  

Most of us are creatures of habit. We like familiar routines, familiar places, and familiar 
faces. There is comfort in knowing what tomorrow will look like. Perhaps that is why 
change can be so unsettling. Even when change is positive, it often brings uncertainty. 
We wonder what we might lose, whether we will cope, or whether the future will be 
as good as the past. 

Yet change is woven into the fabric of life. 

The seasons change. Children grow up. Careers begin and end. Churches evolve. 
Communities change. None of us remains exactly as we were a year ago, let alone ten 
years ago. (Both my hair and waistline can attest to this.) 

The Bible is full of people whose lives were transformed by unexpected change. 
Abraham left his homeland without knowing where he was going. Moses exchanged 
the quiet life of a shepherd for the daunting task of leading a nation. The disciples left 
their nets to follow Jesus. None of them would have chosen the uncertainty that lay 
ahead, but each discovered that God was already there. 

It is tempting to focus on what we are leaving behind, but God invites us to notice 
what he is doing now. The “new thing” may not look like we expected. It may even 
begin as something small and easily overlooked. But God is always at work, bringing 
new life where we might only see endings. 

Of course, accepting change does not mean pretending it is easy. We can be grateful 
for the past while still being open to the future. We can acknowledge loss while 
trusting that God has not finished with us yet. 

One of the great comforts of our faith is this: although our circumstances change, God 
does not. His love remains constant. His promises remain true. His presence remains 
with us. 

The writer to the Hebrews reminds us, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 
and for ever” (Hebrews 13:8). 

That is the anchor for every season of life. 
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As we face change—whether chosen or unexpected—may we have the courage not 
simply to ask, “Why is this happening?” but also, “Lord, what are you doing here, and 
how can I join you?” 

The future may be different from the past, but we can step into it with confidence, 
knowing that the God who has been faithful before will be faithful still. 

As we send Lizzy out into the world, and her planned career in ministry, I look forward 
to seeing the change God will be working in her life.  

Sincerely, 

Adam 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photocopier Fix for Knaphill 
 
At Knaphill Methodist Church, we have a 5-year contract for the hire of a 
photocopier and printer. The company with which we have the contract 
changed hands not long before we renewed it and we are not too happy with 
the current one. 
 
Another company has approached us, touting for business, but before we make 
any decisions, I thought it might be helpful to ask what is done at other churches 
in the circuit. We produce a magazine 3 or 4 times a year, but otherwise our 
copying and printing needs are fairly small, so one thing we absolutely DON'T 
want in a new contract is a minimum monthly charge for copying. 
 
Suggestions welcome. 
 
Many thanks, 
Lynda Shore 
lyndashore2003@yahoo.co.uk  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 


