
Circuit Letter 12.08.26  Revd. Shaun Sanders 

Dear friends, 

Since I’ve been in the Wey Valley Circuit, I’ve discovered a new interest – football. In particular 

(thanks to Linda and Allen at Weybridge), I’ve become a fan of Walton & Hersham and go to 

matches whenever I can. We even won the Premier League last season - the Southern League 

Premier South to be more accurate (pictured). 

 

I’ve always enjoyed watching football on TV, joining in the atmosphere of the World Cups and 

European Championships over the decades. I’ve also watched the occasional match in person. 

I was taken to my first game to see Plymouth Argyle just before my first birthday. Now I’m a 

season ticket holder at Walton & Hersham. 

There are common themes between football and faith, although I sometimes find these 

analogies can be quite forced. However, one thing they have in common, especially in lower 

league football, is the time, commitment and money (through tickets and other purchases) 

given by volunteers. Fans stick with their team through wins and losses, promotion and 

relegation, and all kinds of weather. (I remember getting drenched during a very wet match 

against Gloucester City one Tuesday evening in January.) Volunteers will often help out at 

matches on the turnstiles, producing programmes, taking photos, selling refreshments and 

many other ways. 

Our churches are kept going by the love and kindness of folk who dedicate themselves to the 

ongoing worship and service of our life together. One example I’m pleased to share is our 

Saturday coffee mornings at Addlestone where a small group of volunteers serve the 

community with refreshments and other activities every week. There are many kinds of 

different examples in every church in our Circuit. 
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Unfortunately, Walton & Hersham lost the first match of the season in the National League 

South last weekend. However, I can’t wait to go to the first match at home this Saturday. I’m 

a fan! 

Shaun 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources/Good News 

Fireworks and Pyrotechnics – Have Your Say 

Fireworks play a big part in many of our favourite celebrations, but 

they can also bring real challenges for our communities. From 

sudden, loud bangs that terrify pets and livestock, to the distress 

caused to vulnerable neighbours or issues with anti-social 

behaviour, many of us have experienced the darker side of 

firework season. To address these growing concerns while still allowing everyone to celebrate 

safely, the UK government has launched a public consultation on updating the rules around 

fireworks and pyrotechnics. 

This is your chance to help shape future laws across the UK. The proposals look at restricting 

the loudest fireworks so they are only available to trained professionals, banning high-risk 

products, and modernising rules for low-risk novelty items. Whether you love local displays, 

worry about animal welfare, work in public safety, or run a business, your real-world 

experience matters. Have your say today by taking a few minutes to complete the online 

consultation. Fireworks and pyrotechnics in the UK - GOV.UK 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/fireworks-and-pyrotechnics-in-the-uk/fireworks-and-pyrotechnics-in-the-uk?es_c=2D1D58F3E3BCDE8DD82D0BDFA2C8D960&es_cl=2C2ACD10F9F0103ABDE2451A95E4DFEA&es_id=pa%c2%a385


 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Welcoming Service Invitation 

Saturday, 5th September 2026 

3:00pm Trinity Methodist Church 

481 Clay Hill Road, Basildon, SS16 4NN 

You are warmly invited to join us as we begin 

this new chapter of ministry and fellowship in 

Basildon. Thank you for your kindness, prayers, 

and support. 

Rev George & Ama Quarm 

 



 

 

 


