
Circuit Letter 29.07.26  Revd. J. Allan Taylor 

Dear Friends, 

You may have noted that recently a veteran and much-loved journalist and broadcaster, 

Edward Stourton, died. I was reading a tribute to him written by another former BBC 

broadcaster who is now an Anglican priest, Rev. Christopher Landau. In his tribute he 

mentioned that Ed was a devout Roman Catholic and that his life exemplified the four cardinal 

virtues of prudence, justice, fortitude and temperance. 

I thought that those four virtues would be something that all Christians might try to 

incorporate into their everyday lives: 

Prudence is the virtue that helps us to discern what is the good thing to do in every 

circumstance and to choose the right means of achieving it. 

Justice means to respect the rights of everyone and to establish harmony in human 

relationships. 

Fortitude enables us to conquer fear, even the fear of death, and to face trials and tribulations. 

Temperance directs us towards what is good and helps us to be healthily discreet. 

Now I know that it is easy for me to write about these four attractive virtues and it is much 

more difficult and demanding to practise them. But, with God’s help, they forge character and 

the virtuous man or woman will be happy to have practised them. 

Christopher Landau saw these virtues in the life of Ed Stourton who, like the best of us, was 

occasionally flawed. However, Landau ends his tribute thus: He was, truly, an inspiration.’ 

May it be that one day someone might say that about you and me. 

Blessings 

Allan 

 

Resources/Good News 

Eclipse 2026 | Witness the Wonder 

To coincide with the partial solar eclipse visible across much of Western Europe on 12th 

August 2026, this spoken word piece by Steph Bevan - Science Communicator and trustee of 

Christians in Science - invites us to consider and embrace the wonder and mystery of this 

celestial event. 

Eclipse 2026 | Witness the Wonder - YouTube 

This has been produced as part of the Methodist Day of Outreach. Resources for hosting an 

eclipse viewing event, and an audio-only version of this piece, are available on the Methodist 

Church website: Eclipse 2026: A Methodist Day of Outreach - The Methodist Church 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C1xQKXWCljk
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/evangelism-growth/practise-evangelism/day-of-outreach/


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Saturday 15 August 2026 2.00-4.00pm 

Knaphill Methodist Church, The Broadway, Knaphill GU21 2DR 

(between Boots & the old Lloyds Bank) 

Clothes4U 

a clothes bank supporting the local community 

To claim your FREE clothes, collect a voucher from 30+ places in Surrey. 

Email us to find out where they are: clothes@knaphillmethodist.co.uk  

Donations - not needed! 

Due to huge generosity lately from the residents of Knaphill and beyond, 

we can't accept any donations at all for the time being. 

mailto:clothes@knaphillmethodist.co.uk


 

 


