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Dear Friends, 

Wednesday 22nd July is the day dedicated, in some western Christian calendars, to Mary 
Magdalene (if you’re interested the Eastern Orthodox churches, using the Julian not 
Gregorian calendar, mark her day on the 4th August) and it’s also the day that this letter is 
likely to be sent round the Circuit…… 

So – Mary Magdalene….Saint or Sinner? What’s your view? Do you even have one? 

I searched for ‘free images of Mary Magdalene’ on the web and one of the options it 
suggested was this one.  

Obviously, we have no actual idea what she 
looked like but at least this one is respectful of 
her Palestinian heritage and not portraying her 
as pale skinned, blue-eyed, blond haired and 
swathed in pristine pale blue garments! 

In 2016 Pope Francis elevated her feast day from 
an ‘obligatory memorial’ to a full liturgical feast 
day – which may not instantly mean a huge 
amount to us Methodists but suffice to say this 

is a big deal and a recognition of her importance in the Good News of Jesus Christ story 
contained in the Gospels. 

She appears in all four Gospel accounts, explicitly named in the following:  

Matthew 27:56 & 61 & 28:1 (but included in the activity through to verse through to verse 
10) 

Mark 15:40 & 47; 16:1 (again, included through to verse 8 & 9 if you include the ‘so called’ 
longer ending of this Gospel) 

Luke 8:2; 24:10 (as above, part of a longer story spanning verses 1-11) 

John 19:25; 20:1 & 18 (again, she would appear active or at least present throughout 
these 18 verses). 

Luke 8:2 is an interesting exception to all the other mentions of Mary which are all linked 
to his Crucifixion, death, burial and then resurrection. In the earlier reference in Luke, 
Mary is recorded as being part of a group of women travelling with Jesus, along with the 
disciples (‘the twelve”) in his preaching and teaching ministry. The Gospel states that: 

‘[the women] had been cured of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from 
whom seven demons had gone out…’ (Luke 8:2, NRSV) 

Our modern day understanding of Mary’s predicament, may well point towards some 
kind of mental poor health, or even spiritual or personal trauma but I think we’re generally 
meant to see that, with the reference to SEVEN demons, that whatever her trouble was, 
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it was of debilitating significance and a huge release for her to feel well and then be able 
to travel and support Jesus in his ministry. 

[Luke continues Chapter 8, verse 3 – after referencing Mary and other women by name 
along with many others unnamed] ‘who provided for them (i.e. Jesus and The Twelve) out 
of their resources.’ 

These women, including Mary, had a place within Jesus’ close circle of supporters and 
with the resources they had at their disposal, provided active resourcing for his spreading 
of the Gospel. 

And yet, it’s only around the culmination of the Gospel story, that in all four gospels, Mary 
Magdalene (of Magdala, on the Western shore of the Sea of Galilee) really comes into her 
own: watching on as Jesus is crucified (John 19:25 placing her and others closer to the 
cross), noting where or sitting by his tomb, preparing to anoint his body and meeting the 
risen Christ and then sharing her bewildering yet joyful news or his resurrection, in some 
accounts, with varying degrees of success (see Mark 16:10-11 and Luke 24:10-12) – along 
with the extended narrative in John 20:1-18 of her meeting with Jesus in the garden, 
leading her to announce to the disciples: “I have seen the Lord.” (John 20:18) 

I think Mary has earned her name that she has borne historically as the ‘Apostle to the 
Apostles’ but wonder what her story offers you today? 

Maybe it’s worth taking a little time to read some of these passages and to reflect, what 
does her story, her example, her message say to you today? A life changed, a healed soul, 
a travelling companion with Jesus, a brave woman in the face of fear, heart-break and 
unimaginable suffering, then joy and wonder at meeting Jesus with her again... 

Maybe she might just prompt us to realise where we have ‘seen the Lord’ and encourage 
us to be a little more ‘apostle-like’ ourselves in sharing that Good News with others! 

May God’s peace be with you in these summer days! 

Sam 
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Resources/Good News 

And the winner is….. Scarecrow John Wesley! 

What do John Wesley, Pavarotti and Taylor Swift have in common? On the surface very 

little but they all appeared together, in scarecrow form, at the Hunshelf Scarecrow 

Trail in South Yorkshire. 

Scarecrow John Wesley - The Methodist Church 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/our-stories/scarecrow-john-wesley/


 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 


