
Circuit Letter 29.04.26  Revd. Adam Payne 

Friends of the Wey Valley Circuit, 

As I begin to prepare my sermon for this Sunday, we note that the Lectionary authors have 

given us quite contrasting scriptures for this Sunday and last. Last week’s reading, from Acts 

2, was telling about the results of Peter’s Pentecost sermon, focusing on the large number of 

people who were added to the church that day and how they chose to live out their new lives 

in Christ. 

This Sunday’s reading is about the martyrdom of Stephen, which you might say is the exact 

opposite reaction to a sermon. Stephen’s “congregation” was so incensed by these words that 

they immediately put him to death by stoning.  

Now, I’ve preached some bad sermons in my career, but never one so bad that the 

congregation wanted to kill me. Or….maybe I should say that I’ve never preached a sermon 

so good that people wanted to kill me. After all, if I’ve never made a congregation angry, 

maybe I’m not challenging them enough? Maybe I’m not confronting them with their sins, 

but rather comforting them in their sins. It’s an interesting thought. 

When was the last time you were challenged by a sermon? When was the last time you 

allowed yourself to be challenged by a sermon? Even the best preacher in the world (and I 

know we have some great ones in the Circuit) can’t move a heart that refuses to acknowledge 

that they need to be moved. 

John Wesley wrote, “We should be rigorous in judging ourselves and gracious in judging 

others.” 

I hope that I’m preaching to the choir here, and that you’re someone who regularly examines 

themselves, their actions, and their motives, but knowing human nature, I suspect it’s 

something we can all do better on. 

Perhaps that is the real thread connecting both passages: not the reaction of the crowd, but 

the posture of the heart. In both readings, the same gospel is proclaimed, yet one group is 

cut to the heart and transformed, while another is cut to the heart and enraged. The 

difference is not in the message, but in the willingness to receive it. As we come to worship 

this Sunday, may we resist the easy temptation to sit in judgment over what we hear, and 

instead place ourselves under its searching light. If we are to grow as disciples, we must be 

prepared not only to be comforted, but also to be unsettled. Trusting that even the hardest 

word spoken in truth is, ultimately, spoken in love. 

 

Adam 
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Resources/Good News 

A Chapel’s willingness to try new things, at their “give-it-a-go” Church 

A chapel outside the town of Nantwich has shown how mission can grow when a church 

chooses to welcome young families and listen to its community. At Broomhall and Sound 

Methodist Church in Cheshire, lay worker Kathryn Davies has worked to help shape the family 

ministry that began with a toddler group and has since expanded into after-school activities, 

holiday clubs, a twins' support group and even a pedal-tractor run dreamed up by two young 

boys. 

Read how the church has become a place of belonging and support 
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https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/our-stories/growing-mission-to-families/


 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 


