
Circuit Letter 15.04.26  Revd. Shaun Sanders 

Dear Friends, 

After nearly 30 years in ministry, I’ve just discovered the joy of Easter sunrise services (and 

the struggle in getting up early for them!) 

Last year I was at Cowey Sale Open Space in Walton with other Christians on the south side 

of the River Thames for the Sunday Easter early morning service. Folk from Walton Church 

continued the Methodist tradition of participating in that service again this Easter. 

However, I was elsewhere this year. I joined with Christians from Byfleet, West Byfleet, Ripley, 

Pyrford and Woodham for the Easter early morning service facing the abandoned ruins of 

Newark Priory just as the sun was rising. I had seen the Priory for the first time last year when 

I walked the path of the River Wey. Although in ruins, it sits in a dignified manner on an island 

surrounded by the River Wey and Abbey Stream. It is a spectacular view and Easter gave me 

a chance to get closer to it. 

We even witnessed vapour trails left by two planes in the shape of the Cross above the Priory 

(pictured). It was a poignant moment. 

 

Newark Priory fell victim to the dissolution of the monasteries in the mid-Sixteenth Century 

along with nearly 900 other religious houses. It was a monstrous act and the desecration of 

the work of faithful Christians up and down the land who were committed to lives of prayer 

and service.  

Yet despite that, here we were nearly 500 years later still worshipping in the shadow of the 

Newark Priory. We were reminded during the service that the Priory was run by an 

Augustinian order. Pope Leo XIV is the first Augustinian pope so that tradition continues. Our 

group was a diverse group of Christians continuing lives of prayer and service in this part of 

Surrey. 
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Easter proclaims that death does not have the last word. Love has the last word. To 

experience it close to Newark Priory was well worth getting up early for. 

Shaun 

 

 

 

Resources/Good News 

Programme for Christian-Muslim relations in Africa 

Private audience with His Holiness Pope Leo XIV 

PROCMURA (Programme for Christian-Muslim Relations in Africa), a partner of the Methodist 

Church in Britain, was honoured to have a private audience with His Holiness Pope Leo XIV at 

the Vatican on Wednesday 25 March, in a moment that reaffirmed the shared commitment 

to advancing constructive Christian-Muslim relations across Africa. 

Read the full story in the link below: 

Programme for Christian-Muslim relations in Africa - The Methodist Church 

 

 

 

 

 

Have Your Say On Bus Travel In Surrey 

Surrey County Council invites you to share your views to help better 

understand how residents use bus services. 

Hearing directly from people who use buses, as well as those who 

don’t, helps to understand what’s working well and where improvements are needed. This 

feedback plays a vital role in shaping how the Council works with bus operators and where 

future investment is focused. 

Please take a few minutes to share your views by completing the survey here: Have Your Say 

Today - Surrey Bus User Survey - Commonplace 

 

 

 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/programme-for-christian-muslim-relations-in-africa/
https://surrey-bus-user-survey.commonplace.is/?es_c=ADDFF0E076771C80C54B195D782F1F5C&es_cl=EB8010FBA694B58DFFE16754E23A14AA&es_id=pa%c2%a3m6
https://surrey-bus-user-survey.commonplace.is/?es_c=ADDFF0E076771C80C54B195D782F1F5C&es_cl=EB8010FBA694B58DFFE16754E23A14AA&es_id=pa%c2%a3m6


 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

Saturday 18 April 2026 2.00-4.00pm 

Knaphill Methodist Church, The Broadway, Knaphill GU21 2DR 

(between Boots & the old Lloyds Bank) 

Clothes4U 

a clothes bank supporting the local community 

To claim your FREE clothes, collect a voucher from 30+ places in Surrey. 

Email us to find out where they are: clothes@knaphillmethodist.co.uk  

We can accept donations again, and are looking for clothes for all age 

groups, but especially for men and teenage boys. 

Donations can be left in waterproof bags outside the church on 18 April 

before 1pm 

mailto:clothes@knaphillmethodist.co.uk


 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


