
Circuit Letter 01.04.26  Revd. Sam Funnell 

Dear Friends, 

Something different this week, for this ‘different’ week, this week we call ‘Holy’. 

I’m quite sure that this particular week, is one where God invites us (yearns for us even?) to 

enter into the unfolding story of God’s passionate salvation plan, in and through Jesus. 

So – no long, comfortable letter for you to sit back and read and keep at a distance but a few 

short thoughts wrapped around a link to a chunk of the bible and a poem to help you do just 

that. 

This immersive way of approaching and engaging with this Holy Week has been prompted by 

an overnight online retreat I’ve just shared in with ‘The Community for Spiritual Formation’, 

which I can highly recommend. If you want to know a bit more, have a look at the website: 

www.communitysf.org.uk 

The passage I’d like you to read is the section of Mark’s gospel that fills in the gap between 

the events of Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday, the three days in the middle sometimes 

called: Holy Monday, Holy Tuesday and Holy Wednesday. You can find these in MARK Chapter 

11, from verse 12, through to Chapter 14, verse 11.  

You may have a favourite bible version that you like to read from, and that’s great but if not, 

and if having a link from your electronic device is helpful, please see the link here to the NRSVA 

version on the Bible Gateway website: Mark 11:12-14:11 NRSVA - Jesus Curses the Fig Tree - 

On the - Bible Gateway 

It might take you a while to read it, so you may wish to take it in bitesize pieces, reading a 

section and then reflecting on what it says to you, before looking at the next part. 

What do you think God is saying to you through these words, as they record some of the last 

things Jesus did before the pace quickens, events get darker, deeper and more dangerous? 

Then – read the following poem, written by U A Fanthorpe, apparently written after she’d 

seen a stage play: 

‘Afterwards’ 

The principalities, the powers, the politicians,  
The ones who pose in the spotlight  
Centre-stage, and magnetise us as they stalk  
Towards bankruptcy, murder, betrayal, suicide,  
And other traditional exits. 

The audience leaves, discussing nuances.  
A scatter of sweet-papers, ash,  
Smells hanging around behind. The audience leaves. 

And in they come, rolling up their sleeves,  
With hoovers and mops, buckets and brushes and Brasso,  
Making it ready for the next time, nobody watching,  
With small uncompetitive jokes, with backchat  
About coach-trips, soaps, old men,  
And a great sloshing of water.  

http://www.communitysf.org.uk/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2011%3A12-14%3A11&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2011%3A12-14%3A11&version=NRSVA


Circuit Letter 01.04.26  Revd. Sam Funnell 

 
This is where we ought to be. Not  
Up on the stage with the rich and the Richards,  
Rehearsing already their entrance for the next house,  
The precise strut that registers power,  

But down on our hands and knees,  
Laughing, and mopping up. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Then, ask yourself: 

• Where might I have been in the events I’ve been reading about? Centre-stage, or 

quietly working away in the background? 

• Where, and with whom, ought I to be with this week? 

May God speak into and bless your reading and reflecting; opening new insights into and 

appreciation of all that has been done for us, and is still being done for us, in Jesus. 

Sam Funnell 

 

 

 

 

Resources/Good News 

Surrey County Council Tree and Hedgerow Planting 

Surrey County Council has planted over 832,000 trees as part of the 

Council’s 1.2 million Tree Strategy, one for every resident in Surrey! 

Since 2020 charities and community groups, schools and churches have been helping to plant 

hedgerows, single trees, copses and community orchards on their land.  

If you are interested in planting, the Tree Planting and Establishment Team can offer a site 

visit and consultation to assess viability of tree planting. No project is too big or too small so 

do get in touch if you would like further information. 

You can either fill in this link or email the team at trees@surreycc.gov.uk if you have any 

questions. 

 

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/community/climate-change/what-are-we-doing/working-together#section-1
https://forms.office.com/e/n5WKM9hK0c
mailto:trees@surreycc.gov.uk


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


