
 

WEY VALLEY – WEEKLY CIRCUIT LETTER – 11 March 2026 
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     ‘We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ . . .’  
(Or how I learned not to be afraid of Christology)

  
This rumination arises from my last one (“Like” on 14 January) and, I hope, covers some fitting 
themes for the middle of Lent.  I want to share some thoughts on the person of Jesus Christ 
our Lord and Saviour, based on three quotations – two from the Bible and one from a church 
member (many years ago!) – all of which caused members I knew to be deeply puzzled, and 
even troubled. 
 
1) ‘Jesus wept’ (John 11 vs. 35) 

This is, of course, the shortest verse in the Bible.  When one of our dear 
departed members, Cynthia Winder, was a little girl, I was told that her 
Sunday School teacher asked her class to choose a ‘memorable verse’ 
in Scripture, learn it off by heart, and repeat it out loud to the other 
children.   I have it on good authority that Cynthia chose John 11 vs. 35!  
We can smile at her ingenuity, but I have no doubt that as she grew 
older, she came to value that verse for its significance. 
I’ve always thought it strange that one used to hear people cursing with 
the words “Jesus wept!” (though perhaps not so common these days) – 
little realising that this little verse speaks to us of the reality of our 
Lord’s incarnation, which I wrote about last time.  If Jesus could weep 

for the loss of his friend Lazarus, then there is nothing un-Christian or selfish about you and I 
expressing our own grief with tears.  It’s perfectly natural, and the way God has made us. 
 
2) “I hate God, but I love Jesus” 
These were words spoken to me by a church member many years 
ago, shortly after her husband had died.  I have to say that I do not 
believe that God will hold to account any of his children who cry 
out in anger when suffering the pain of bereavement.  You and I as 
Christians have to find ways of being loving and sensitive with 
people in these situations. 
Perhaps those of us who occupy pulpits on Sundays have failed to 
convey the central tenet that God is One.  If we have made God 
our Father too remote on the one hand, or ‘domesticated’ our lord Jesus Christ on the other, 
then we have done what one of my Greek Orthodox friends once remarked, when he said to 
me, “You in the West are in danger of worshipping two Gods!” 
Perhaps you can understand when I say that I have a very simple personal belief in the 
doctrine of the Trinity.  The God who made us in love, is the same God who became human 
and in love shared the reality of our life in all its joy and pain.  That is why I invariably pray to 
God, in the name of Jesus his Son, and in the power and guidance of his Spirit. 
 
3) “No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14 vs. 6)It’s a pity that some 

people have taken this saying of Jesus out of context and made it fit a rather narrow form 



 

of Christology.  To give an example – I well remember one of my 
church members (who had been engaged in a Bible study of the book 
of Genesis) being very concerned that a friend was emphasising this 
narrow interpretation of John 14 vs. 6, which seemed to exclude noble 
characters from the Old Testament, such as Joseph (see left – sorry, it 
was the best I could do!), because ‘they had not named the name of 
Jesus as their Saviour’. 
This sounded (and still sounds) crazy to me, because to hold this 
narrow view of salvation would be to imprison God in his own time 
process, as it were!  Or to put it another way, Jesus of Nazareth was – 
at a particular point in time – an expression of what God always is.  In 

other words, God is always ‘Son’ as well as ‘Father’ and ‘Creator’.  This is why, in our creeds, 
we say that Jesus, the Son of God, was ‘begotten, not made’, and why we sing that ancient 
hymn, Of the Father’s love begotten, (StF 181) which was written in the 4th century AD by a 
Spanish monk, 
 
Apologies if this seems to have turned into a mini lecture, but all three of the above 
quotations speak to us not of a God who created the world, wound it up like a little clockwork 
toy and set it going, to watch its progress from afar off.  I believe in a God who fell in love with 
his creation, and through Jesus Christ, becomes involved in a personal and intimate way with 
his creation – you and me – and longs for us to become the people he intended us to be. 
 

______________________________ 
 
A Prayer:  
O Jesus, King most wonderful!  Thou conqueror renowned; 
thou Sweetness most ineffable, in whom all joys are found! 
Jesus, our Love and Joy, to Thee, the Father’s holy Son, 
all might, and praise, and glory be, while endless ages run. 

Attributed to Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091-1153 
   
Every blessing to you all, 
 

Barrie Tabraham 
  
 

Resources/Good News 

New Healthy Surrey Cancer Information Hub goes live 

A new resource focusing on cancer has launched on the Healthy Surrey website, providing 

residents and healthcare professionals with clear, accessible and evidence-based 

information. The new section - www.healthysurrey.org.uk/cancer will bring together trusted 

resources from partner organisations, making it easier for people across Surrey to find reliable 

guidance and support. 

 

 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Fwww.healthysurrey.org.uk%2Fcancer/1/0101019cbeab23a2-66d0d36e-558a-446a-9594-77133e984b89-000000/3ZXjeROzy6QWNXRC7637ysN-wCJ0sQipzs6oI2Ky1-s=447


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


