
Circuit Letter 25.02.26  Revd. Shaun Sanders 

Dear friends, 

I was recently at a conference for school governors which are part of a group of school 

academies. A short opening address was given by the chair of the group. Early in his talk, he 

spoke on how in the Middle Ages, education for children was provided by the Church, 

especially by abbeys and religious orders. He mentioned the Rule of St Benedict. 

This is a book of rules written in about 530 AD to guide monks on how to live together in 

community under the leadership of an abbot. St Benedict himself founded several religious 

communities in modern-day Italy. 

I was struck by how the role of the Church and religious life was highlighted in this conference 

of a secular organisation. It’s a reminder that our Christian heritage has deep roots in our 

culture which goes back nearly two millennia. Although if we simply use the number of those 

attending Sunday worship as a measure, most churches are experiencing decline, the wider 

Church which we are part of, has been around for a very long time. The Church’s work has 

had a major impact upon education, healthcare and the civic life of our nation over the 

centuries. It’s easy to forget what has been described as ‘the Gospel footprint’. Sometimes 

we come across it unexpectedly and it can surprise us. 

From food banks and interfaith work to chaplaincy and art exhibitions and much more, I am 

struck by how we as Methodist churches and other Christian traditions are contributing to 

the flourishing of our community. Who knows – they might mention us at the next school 

governors’ conference. 

Shaun Sanders 

 

 

 

Resources/Good News 

Lent and Easter Church Resources 

The following link includes bible study videos, worship resources, weekly themes and the 

option to sign up to receive Lent and Holy Week reflections by email. 

Lent and Easter Church Resources - The Methodist Church 

Spring Clean Your Life | Lent Advert 2026 

 

RHS Orchid Show at Wisley 

Friday 13th to Sunday 15th March, 10.00am to 4.00pm 

Visit RHS Wisley, where growers from across the country will exhibit their finest orchids in 

breathtaking displays and offer expert advice. You’ll find everything you need to nurture a 

passion for growing these spectacular plants RHS Orchid Show | RHS Garden Wisley / RHS 

 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/lent/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AE-ju15uDD4
https://www.rhs.org.uk/gardens/wisley/rhs-orchid-show


 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


