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Dear Friends 

Today, as you know, is February 11th, just three days away from St. Valentine’s Day. Valentine 

was a clergyman – either a priest or a bishop – in the Roman Empire who ministered to 

persecuted Christians. He was martyred and his body buried on the Via Flaminia on February 

14th, which has been observed as Saint Valentine's Day since at least the eighth century. For 

no very clear reason, Valentine’s Day has long been linked with romance and devotion. 

Of course, in Christian circles the great hymn to love is found in Paul’s letter to the 

Corinthians…a passage frequently read at weddings and sometimes at funerals. The love 

celebrated in Paul’s hymn is not in fact romantic love…eros…but rather God’s caring, sacrificial 

love for us…agape… our love for God and our love for each other. When Paul wrote to the 

Corinthians, he was suggesting to them that it was agape love…wanting the very best for each 

other…that ought to characterise their dealings with each other in the church. 

Speaking of church, Saint Valentine's Church in Rome was built in 1960 for the needs of the 

Olympic Village and, coincidentally, the Winter Olympics 2026 have just begun in Italy. 

Apparently, there are six Olympic Villages because the two host cities, Milano and Cortina, 

are some 250 miles apart and the Games are spread all over northern Italy. 

The official Olympic motto, Citius, Altius, Fortius-Communiter (Faster, Higher, Stronger-

Together), highlights the pursuit of excellence and unity in sport. 

May it be that those who compete and those who watch do so not only in the spirit of the 

Olympic motto but also in a true spirit of agape. 

Blessings 

Allan 

 

 

 

Resources/Good News 

40acts: Do Lent generously 

Starts 18 February 2026 

Join thousands this Lent for a 40-day generosity challenge – building habits, deepening faith 

and reflecting the heart of Jesus through everyday acts. 

Each day offers a simple invitation to give, bless, and grow in generosity – one act at a time. 

The 40-day Lent challenge includes a Methodist Charity - 'Fund for Human Need', the Chair of 

which is a past Chair of our District, Rev Roger Cresswell. 

40acts: Do Lent generously 

https://www.stewardship.org.uk/40acts
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Notices 

Church Chairs Seeking a New Home 

Guildford St Mary’s has about 30 upholstered wooden chairs, some Blue and some Teal green, 

which we are retiring and need to dispose of before late February when the Methodist Art 

exhibition is being set up. 

If your church would like some or all of them, or if you can think of any other good home for 

them, please get in touch with Nigel as soon as possible (contact details below). 

They are in good condition and comfortable. They have book racks on their backs and a shelf 

underneath. Some have arms. 

Nigel Campion-Smith 

Nigel.campion-smith@outlook.com  

07836 206774 

 

Pudding and Praise Service at Walton-on-Thames, Sunday 15 February 

Taking place on the cusp of Lent on Sunday 15 February at 4pm for Tea and 

Puddings, and then 4.30pm to 5.30pm for the time of Praise led by Breeze and 

a short reflection led by Ross Richardson.  

The theme for the service is: “A Time for Letting Go and a Time for Embracing.”  It will act as 

a gateway into our Lent experience, and All are Welcome to come along.  

If you have any questions, please contact Ross Richardson at: 

r.richardson952@btinternet.com 

Additionally, our contemplative group that meets on a Thursday night will have Lent focussed 

meditations in the sessions between Thursday 19 February and Thursday 2 April.   

If you would like further information about this, please speak to Ross or email him at 

r.richardson952@btinternet.com for further information. 

This group meets each Thursday evening at the Church for 30 minutes for a short Ignatian 

styled meditation on a gospel story (drawn from the Taketime organisation 

www.taketime.org.uk), a lot of which is simply spent in quiet. 

The meeting is also streamed live on Zoom so if you fancy joining in from the comfort of your 

couch at home – feel free to do this.  

The current Zoom link is below: 

Topic: Contemplative Oasis 

Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us05web.zoom.us/j/82202518784?pwd=mfgoixs2bLfF8qlg7XIgp8UzMwt2wb.1 

Meeting ID: 822 0251 8784 

Passcode: qU5mks 

 

mailto:Nigel.campion-smith@outlook.com
mailto:r.richardson952@btinternet.com
mailto:r.richardson952@btinternet.com
http://www.taketime.org.uk/
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/82202518784?pwd=mfgoixs2bLfF8qlg7XIgp8UzMwt2wb.1


Circuit Letter 11.02.26  Revd. J. Allan Taylor 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


