
Circuit Letter 9.10.24  Revd. Shaun Sanders 
 

Dear Wey Valley Circuit 

It might seem obvious, but I hadn’t quite twigged that Weybridge was built around a bridge on 

the River Wey. (Indeed, when I was a boy and heard Weybridge mentioned on the TV or radio, I 

thought they were referring to Wadebridge in Cornwall, but that’s another story.) 

If I’m honest, I hadn’t really heard of the River Wey until I got to know the Wey Valley Methodist 

Circuit. Now I’ve moved to the Circuit, I’ve enjoyed some walks around this beautiful area. Most 

recently, I walked along the River Thames path from Walton to the River Wey at Weybridge and 

ended up at Byfleet and New Haw railway station, where I caught the train home. Along the way, 

I saw riverboats, locks, wildlife and bridges – including the oldest surviving bridge at Weybridge 

built in 1865 (pictured from my walk).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rivers and seas were once an important means of travel and the reason why many settlements 

developed around the Thames and the Wey. My daily Bible readings have recently taken me 

through the book of Acts. It portrays the journeys of the Early Church, especially the journeys of 

St Paul as the mission of the Church reached out beyond its origins to the wider Roman world. 

Many of the journeys in Acts were made by sea, sometimes in the face of fearsome storms. Paul 

ended up in Malta following a shipwreck. 
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Early Methodism was very much a missionary movement built upon the quarter of a million miles 

travelled by John Wesley, especially on horseback. Before the spark of his conversion experience 

on 24th May 1738, he had been deeply moved by the faith of a group of Moravians during a life-

threatening storm on a sea journey across the Atlantic, to north America. 

In the decades since John 

Wesley, transport has changed. 

The railways have come to our 

area with stations on the 

southern sides of Walton and 

Weybridge. The roads are 

busier than ever. A newer 

bridge at Weybridge was built in 

1945 which now carries the 

main road traffic in from the 

M25, often making the roads in 

Weybridge quite congested 

(pictured). I use the A3 to drive 

to the southern part of the 

Circuit rather than a boat on the River Wey (although I’m sure that would be good fun). Many 

routes for walkers have improved in recent years with the Thames Path officially opened in 1996. 

We might not travel the same distance as John Wesley (at least not on horseback) or cover the 

same areas at St Paul, but we are called to be missionary churches, to reach out beyond what we 

are used to. By reaching out in partnership to those outside the church, to other communities, to 

groups who use our premises, we build bridges in the Wey Valley. 

Revd. Shaun Sanders 

Resources/Good News 

Black History Month 

In the UK, Black History Month happens every October. 

It gives everyone the opportunity to share, celebrate and understand the impact of black heritage 

and culture. 

Black History Month: What is it and why does it matter? - BBC News 

The Rev Dr Inderjit Bhogal OBE shares this prayer for Black History Month.  Inderjit is a prominent 

theologian and Methodist Minister. He is the founder and President of City of Sanctuary. He has 

dedicated his life to building cultures of welcome, hospitality, and safety for all. 

A prayer for Black History Month 2024 | Inderjit Bhogal (youtube.com) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/explainers-54522248
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zov0uJ_aOyc


 

 

 

 

 

CIRCUIT VISION AND STRATEGY 
 

'Talking of God Together' 

A 4-week discussion group 
 

For the four Fridays of October come and join us for a faith sharing discussion group on zoom. For 45 minutes 

from 5.15pm each Friday we welcome anyone from across the Circuit to end their week with a four-week 

course based on the book 'Talking of God Together'. The course aims to build confidence in easily speaking 

of our faith with others. You will not need your own copy of the book, and all are welcome to join. Don't 

worry if you can't make all the sessions - each will be self-contained. 

4th October 

11th October 

18th October 

25th October 

Rev Dr Paul Glass 

 

Join Zoom Meeting https://zoom.us/j/98448089846?pwd=enz8ldXGe4uu2SPOCosDgYO9dYVsOB.1  

Meeting ID: 984 4808 9846 Passcode: 655618 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/98448089846?pwd%3Denz8ldXGe4uu2SPOCosDgYO9dYVsOB.1&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0i_I7c6adfPzAN-M_X8H_3


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pudding & Praise 
Sunday 27 October at Walton-on-Thames 

4.00pm 

 

Terrace Road, Walton-on-Thames, KT12 2SR 

All are welcome. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

                            The Bishops’ Camino 2024 

                                 Sponsored Walk for 

       The Bishop of Guildford’s Communities Fund 

Saturday 12th October 2024 
       

Walk to raise funds to support  

vulnerable and marginalised people in our diocese  
  
Join Bishop Andrew and Bishop Paul for a 12 km (7.5 miles) circular walk starting 

at St Nicolas’ Church, Guildford and ending at St Mary’s, Guildford, via Hog’s 

Back, Watts Chapel,  North Downs Way and River Wey footpath.  
  

The  walk starts at St Nicolas’ Church, Bury Street, Guildford  GU2 4AW Gather at St Nic’s from 9.00am 

ready for informal prayers, refreshments and depart at 9.30am  
There will be three short prayer stops along the way  

  
The Camino is open to individuals and parish groups. Youth groups are especially welcome.   

  
The previous walks have raised over £6,000 for the Bishop of Guildford's  

Communities Fund, which provides funds for parish projects that help the disadvantaged and vulnerable 

across the Diocese of Guildford. Bishop Andrew  would love your help once again so that the Fund can 

support deserving community projects.  
  

To find out more about the walk and how to donate to the Fund 
please click on this link  

  
  
 

 

 

https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/bishop-of-guildfords-communities-fund.php#bishopscamino
https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/bishop-of-guildfords-communities-fund.php#bishopscamino


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 


