
Circuit Letter 08.05.24  Rev. J. Allan Taylor 

Dear Friends 

You will probably know that last Sunday, May 5th, was Vocations Sunday in the Methodist Church. 

Vocation is really about ‘hearing God’s call’. The danger is that sometimes we think that the call 

must be to ordination or to some other form of Christian service but that is not the case. 

According to John Pritchard, the former Bishop of Oxford, there are three types of call: 

First, the call to be fully ourselves. God wants us to be fully alive and fully ourselves, living up to 

our potential. Jesus said’ I have come that people may have life and have it abundantly’. 

Unfortunately, some people only live half-lives, afraid to become the people they really are. A 

wise old rabbi called Zusya said, ‘When I get to heaven they will not ask me “Why were you not 

Moses?”. They will ask me, “Why were you not Zusya?” 

Secondly, the call to live the life of the baptised. All Christians are called by God to live out their 

baptism, to live out the gospel in whatever situation they find themselves, to be a Christian in the 

world. I once knew a man who had been a member of the church for most, if not all, of his life 

and yet when he died people with whom he had worked for many years said that they never knew 

he was a Christian. We need to be followers of Christ in the shop, the office, the pub and the 

classroom. 

Thirdly, the call to accredited ministry. In the Methodist church that comes in a number of forms: 

Local Preacher, Worship Leader, Local Pastor, Pastoral Assistant, Presbyteral or Diaconal minister. 

In our circuit we have quite a number of preachers, worship leaders and presbyters but I think 

only one pastor and one pastoral assistant and no deacons. If you feel called to any of these 

ministries do please have a chat with your minister. And, whatever your call now and in the future, 

may God be with you. 

Blessings 

Allan 

Rev. J. Allan Taylor 

 

 

Resources/Good News 

What's it like becoming a local preacher in the Methodist Church? | Sally's Story 

Sally is a local preacher in the Colchester circuit of the Methodist Church in Great Britain. Hear 

about how she felt called to take on this position, joined by Chris, her tutor. 

What's it like becoming a local preacher? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0fJtQ4q4AW0&t=1s
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