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Dear Friends, 

I don’t know whether you will recognise the names of Adam Dalgleish and Simon Serrailler. 

They are both fictional detectives. The first the creation of P.D. James who became Baroness 

James, and the second the creation of Susan Hill who is now a Dame. In the first, James‘ novel 

Dalgleish is a Detective Chief Inspector who eventually reaches the rank of Commander in the 

Metropolitan Police at New Scotland Yard. Serrailler is also a DCI who becomes a Detective 

Chief Superintendent in the English Cathedral city of Lafferton. Both men are so much more 

than senior police officers. Dalgleish for example is also a poet. 

I tell you all this because James and Hill are my favourite detective novel writers, but also 

because Professor Alister McGrath suggests that detective stories and murder mysteries hint 

at how to make sense of our world. I’m sure that like me you want to understand – and I’m 

quite often perturbed because I don’t understand – how and why certain things happen. At 

the moment I don’t understand why and how the world is watching thousands of our fellow 

human beings getting killed and their homes laid to waste, and we are seemingly powerless 

to stop it. Human beings are always seeking meaning, but the meaning is so often elusive. 

So, back to the detective stories, these stories appeal to our underlying belief in the rationality 

of the world and our capacity to uncover its underlying patterns. Meaning is something we 

uncover by following clues and discovering where they lead us. P.D. James once remarked 

that ‘what the detective story is about is not murder but the restoration of order.’ Likewise 

religious belief is about attempting to make sense of the clues we observe in the world and 

experience within us. Alister McGrath comments that ‘nature is studded with clues to our 

true meaning and destiny and fingerprinted with the presence of God.’ 

Finally, the familiar words of William Cowper: 

Blind unbelief is sure to err, 

And scan his work in vain; 

God is his own interpreter, 

And he will make it plain. 

Blessings, 

Allan 

 

 

Resources/Good News 

Stories from the Methodist Church – Waterways Chaplaincy 

Rosie Bryant is a Waterways Chaplain who works in the Wolverhampton and Shrewsbury 

Methodist District. In this video, she shares how she supports those who use and live on the 

canals locally, offering companionship and a listening ear to individuals and businesses, on 

and alongside the water. 

https://waterwayschaplaincy.org.uk/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NnkSpwh6oS0
https://waterwayschaplaincy.org.uk/
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Andy Warhol Exhibition, 19 July to 2 November 

The Lightbox Gallery in Woking is hosting an exhibition of paintings, screenprints, drawings 

and photographs by the internationally renowned American Pop artist, Andy Warhol. 

The gallery is open Wednesdays to Sundays Andy Warhol 1 | Lightbox Gallery 

 

 

 

https://www.thelightbox.org.uk/whats-on/andy-warhol-1


 

 

 

 



 

Saturday 23 August at Knaphill: 

 

 



 

You are invited to a Cream Tea 
 

At Godalming United Church, Bridge Road, 
Godalming GU7 3DU 

 
Saturday 6th September 2025 

 
2.30pm to 4.30pm 

 
In the GUC Church Gardens or River Room 

(depending on the weather!) 
 

Donations in aid of the Gambian Ophthalmic Project 
which provides funds for cataract operations and 

follow-up care. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

70 years at 
MERROW METHODIST CHURCH 
 

 

 

Join us for a 
 

 

SONGS OF PRAISE 
SERVICE 

 
On 

SUNDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER at 6.30PM 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 


