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Barrie Tabraham 
 

‘Money, money, money . . . .’ 
 
I’m writing this whilst on a short break on the 
Suffolk coast.  Nowadays, changed 
circumstances mean that I spend most of 
these occasions alone – though being solitary 
for a short time is quite different from being 
lonely.  I’ve spent a few hours today listening 
to the sea, re-reading Chapter 16 in Luke’s 
Gospel with the help of Joseph Fitzmyer’s 
wonderful commentary, and musing on a 
number of recent events all of which seem to 
have the subject of money in common. 

 
The events, not in any chronological sequence or order of importance, are: 

• The purchase of twelve F-35A fighter bombers, specifically to add to Britain’s existing 
nuclear deterrent, at approximately £70 million per aeroplane; 

• The recent vote in the House of Commons on the Welfare Bill which, even amended by 
Labour ‘rebels’, will cut benefits to many of the poorest and most disabled by nearly 
twice the total cost of the new aircraft (above); 

• The wedding in Venice of Lauren Sanchez to Jeff Bezos, who is reported to be worth 
more than £150 billion (!), which cost about £41 million.  Who knows what the eventual 
bill will be for jewellery, the honeymoon and sundries? 

• The imminent eviction of the entire population of the small Dorset village of 
Littlebredy, because it lies entirely within an estate that has been sold by its corporate 
owners for about £30 million.  The report of this sad tale summed it up with the 
comment, ‘This is the power of money’. 

 
The problem with money is that it can become a God-send or a curse.  When my father died 
almost penniless over fifty years ago, I developed a phobia of poverty in old-age, and 
became obsessed with living within our means and saving for retirement.  Thankfully, this 
has enabled Joan and I to find the eye-watering payments for her nursing care in Guildford 
House.  Money, in this way, has ensured that she has the care that she deserves, and helps 
mitigate the awful effects of her Parkinson’s Disease. 
 
But money is a two-edged sword.  It can corrupt even the most honest of us.  Any 
government has to balance how it both raises and spends money, so that the needs of the 
people it governs can be met – for security, health and well-being.  It’s an unenviable task!  
On a personal level, I remember during one of our ministerial staff meetings in the 1990s, 
in what was then the Woking & Walton Circuit, my ‘associate minister’ at Trinity talked 
quite frankly about the subtle, insidious effects of money.  Her father had been an 
agricultural labourer and she had had quite a deprived childhood, financially.  At the time 
she was speaking, she was more than comfortably off, but worried that her comparative 
wealth had anaesthetised her and altered her perception of value.  She was genuinely 



afraid of becoming like those people (and we’ve all met them) who ‘know the price of 
everything and the value of nothing’. 
 
There’s no simple answer to this, of course.  Jesus’ teaching in Chapter 16 of Luke’s Gospel 
and elsewhere stresses the importance of keeping a balanced perspective.  It is the love 
money which is the ‘root of all evil’; it is when we let our possessions possess us, that our 
values become warped. 
 
In one of Gene Roddenberry’s Star Trek stories, Captain Jean Luc Picard explains to a 
woman from the 21st century that in his era (the 23rd century), people don’t work for 
money, because the need for the acquisition of personal wealth has disappeared.  Oh, 
were that to be true, one day! 
 
Maybe so, but for the moment, each of us as Christians have to be ‘good stewards of God’s 
varied grace’, to quote St. Paul.  Whether we have one talent or ten, we have a 
responsibility to use all our resources – including money – wisely, because everything we 
have, even the air that we breathe, belongs to God and is ultimately a gift from Him. 

______________________________ 
 
A Prayer:  Loving God, give us a true perspective on our possessions, so 
that we may never lose our sense of what is truly valuable.  Help us to be 
good stewards of all your gifts, taking delight in the benefits that money 
can bring, but being ever mindful of the needs of others, particularly 
those less fortunate than ourselves.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 
Every blessing to you all, 
 
Barrie Tabraham 
  
 

Resources/Good News 

Free Home Safety Checks Now Available for Vulnerable Residents in Surrey 

Surrey Fire and Rescue Service, in partnership with NHS Surrey Heartlands, is offering free 

Home Safety Checks to help reduce the risk of falls, fire hazards and cold homes among older 

or more vulnerable people.  

The checks are being delivered by Ellie Hayes, a trained Home Safety Check Advisor from the 

SFRS, who works closely with local GP practices to support those most at risk. 

The service is available to residents who are registered with GP practices in Godalming, 

Haslemere, Cranleigh, Guildford and surrounding areas.  

Free Home Safety Checks Now Available for Vulnerable Residents in Surrey  | Surrey News 

 

https://news.surreycc.gov.uk/2025/07/09/free-home-safety-checks-now-available-for-vulnerable-residents-in-surrey/


 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 19 July 2025 2.00-4.00pm 

Knaphill Methodist Church, The Broadway, Knaphill GU21 2DR 

(between Boots & the old Lloyds Bank) 

Clothes4U 

a clothes bank supporting the local community 

To claim your FREE clothes, collect a voucher from 30+ places in 

Surrey. Email us to find out where they are: 

clothes@knaphillmethodist.co.uk  

Due to huge generosity lately from the residents of Knaphill and 

beyond, clothes donations are not being accept at all for the time 

being. 

mailto:clothes@knaphillmethodist.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

We have space for a few more stands with activities and also more 

volunteers on the day would help. If anyone can help with either of 

those, could they please contact ROCwoking@gmail.com  

 

mailto:ROCwoking@gmail.com


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


