
Circuit Letter 13.11.24  Revd. J. Allan Taylor 
 

Dear Friends, 

Some of you will have heard that I recently had a climbing accident when trying to negotiate a 

particularly high-speed bump in Elmbridge RV! This has led me to think a little more deeply about 

the whole subject of falling. I was reminded that there are a number of references to falling in the 

Bible…some explicit, others implicit. Perhaps the most significant reference is when Jesus was 

tempted to throw himself off the pinnacle of the temple and fall towards the ground because: 

God will command his angels concerning you…on their hands they will bear you up, so that you 

will not dash your foot against a stone. Of course, Jesus refused to put God to the test and the 

law of gravity is such that if you stumble as I did then you fall! 

I was also reminded of the book written by the American Franciscan priest Richard Rohr entitled 

Falling Upward. Drawing on the wisdom from time-honoured myths, heroic poems, great thinkers 

and sacred religious texts, the author explores the two halves of life to show that those who have 

fallen, failed, or ‘gone down’ are the only ones who understand ‘up’. The heartbreaks, 

disappointments and loves of the first half of life are actually stepping stones to the spiritual joys 

that the second half has in store for us. 

That in turn reminded me that all of us, whatever our age, are in the business not simply of getting 

older but growing older…always new things to learn, new ideas to explore, new experiences to 

be had. When I was a hospital chaplain, I remember visiting a man of 90+ yrs young. He had been 

a minister in the Independent Methodist Church and this was the very first time in his long life 

that he had been a hospital patient. “This is a new experience for me” he told me with a sense of 

anticipation and expectation. 

All of you will probably know the famous lines written by the poet Robert Browning: Grow old 

along with me! The best is yet to be, the last of life, for which the first was made. Our times are 

in his hand who saith, ‘A whole I planned, youth shows but half; Trust God: See all, nor be afraid!’ 

Blessings  

Allan 

 

Resources/Good News 

Guildford Cathedral Christmas Fair 

Friday 22 and Saturday 23 November • 10am–4pm 

Over 50 stalls selling an eclectic mix of Christmas gifts and decorations, spirits, including jewellery, 

accessories and much, much more. Entry on the door - £3 per person; under 15s free but must 

be accompanied. 

Guildford Cathedral - Christmas Fair 22 & 23 Nov 2024 

https://www.guildford-cathedral.org/events/christmas-fair


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 


